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under the wall of the French Academy. I saw a
boy sitting on the edge of the fountain with one
leg tucked under him looking into the water; his
weight was principally sustained by his left arm
and leg, the latter being brought under his right
thigh. The action was perfect for a statue of
Narcissus. I looked well at him and impressed him
upon my memory, immediately went to my studio
and modelled a small sketch in clay of the action
which I admired. Afterwards I modelled the figure
life-size. At that time Lord Barrington came to
Rome and visited my studio ; after seeing my model
several times, he said one day, " I ought not to go
to the expense of a statue, but I confess I admire
your Narcissus so much I cannot leave Rome
without ordering it in marble "; so I executed my
Narcissus for Lord Barrington, and it was repeated
in marble for Mr. Fort of Manchester, also for Mr.
Errington, and I made a repetition and presented it
to the Royal Academy after my election; every
member must give one of his own works to be
placed there. The following part of a letter 1
received from Lord Barrington: "I must now
tell you that Narcissus arrived quite safe. It is
without exception one of the most beautiful
modern figures in sculpture I ever saw, and I
admire it more and more every time I look at it;
everybody also who sees it is of the same
opinion." (Feb. 23rd, 1833.^
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